
TECHNICAL BULLETIN (M21) 
AIR BAG ASSIST SUSPENSION 
FEBRUARY 2012 
 

 
 
Disclaimer:  
The information contained herein is for general information purposes only. Users should be aware that (to the maximum permitted  
by law) we accept no responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of any material contained herein and exclude all liability to  
any person arising directly or indirectly from using the information or material. We recommend users confirm the accuracy and 
appropriateness of the information from another source if necessary, and to exercise their own skill and care with respect to its use. 
 
Copyright 
Copyright © 2007 Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 000 016 722. All content included herein, such as text, documents,  
graphics, logos and images are the property of Insurance Australia Limited or its content suppliers and protected by Australian 
copyright laws. Third party copyright and trade marks appearing herein are reproduced with permission. No part of the content  
may be reproduced, transmitted, distributed, commercialised or re-used for any purpose whatsoever without written permission  
of Insurance Australia Limited (contact IAG Research Centre for more information). 

Insurance Australia Limited 
ABN 11 000 016 722 

AFS Licence No. 227681 

IAG Research Centre 

Unit One/ No. 2 Holker Street  

Newington NSW 2127 Australia 

T +61 (0)2 9292 6840 

F +61 (0)2 9737 9860 

E info@iagresearch.com.au  

W www.iagresearch.com.au 

 

 

Deformation at a support point, or structural failure on one of the main 
frame members, may be due to overloading if a vehicle has air assisted 
load devices fitted.  
 
Leaf Spring air assist systems are more likely to be overloaded due to 
their ability to carry a larger load - and sometimes vehicle operators 
inadvertently exceeding the vehicle manufacturer’s design limits. 
 
Types of Air Bag Suspension  

 

Leaf spring air assist   
 Leaf spring air assist suspension is 
the most commonly used, for 
assisting suspension and keeping 
vehicle level when carrying or 
towing heavy loads. Prices vary 
from $ 90.00 up to $1,000.00. 

 Coil spring air assist 
Coil spring assist suspension is 
inserted into new or existing coil 
springs and assists in coil load and 
rebound. Prices vary from $300.00 
to $600.00 

  

 
Maximum Load Ratings 

Improves towing and load carrying capability. 
• Coil spring air bags can assist up to 500 kg a pair 
• Leaf spring air bags can assist up to 2,265 kg a pair 

 

The vehicle manufacturer’s maximum load carrying and towing 
capabilities should never be exceeded. 


